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IN THE CLAIMS 

1. (currently amended) An apparatus for managing a state of an external 
apparatus connected thereto, comprising: 

vlO^ a database storing th* ototo of tho oxtomal apparatus 

(Jjjy a managed object (MO) managing the state of the external apparatus, the MO 

being provided in said database and realized by an application, the MO having a fflM? 
storipg information on The state of the external app aratus and a stored procedure defining 
a method rela ted to the table; and 

a control interface through which fe* said MO performs performing outer control 
nfihe external apparatus from said database, the interface being provided in said MO. 

2. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, further comprising a result 
notification interface for notifying said database of a result of the outer control performed 
by said MO with the result being correlated with the control, the result notification 
interface being provided in said MO. 

3. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim U further comprising a change 
notification interface for notifying said MO of a change m the state of the external 
apparatus, the change notification interface being provided ia said MO. 
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4. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, further comprising a protocol 
conversion pan convening a fust protocol into a second protocol for transmitting 
information between said database and the external apparatus. 

< 

5. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 4, wherein said database and said 
protocol conversion pan comprise a server computer managing the external apparatus, 

6. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 5. wherein said MO performs 
outer control or a notification is transmitted to said MO from outside before said database 
completes transaction processing requested by a user application connected to the 
apparatus. 

7. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 6, further comprising an event 
notification interface for notifying the user application of an event, the event notification 
interface being provided in said MO. 

8. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 6, wherein an operation statement 
for operating said MO is provided in a query language for posing a query to said database 
from the user application. 

9. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 6, wherein said MO is operated by 
using a reference statement of a query language for posing a query to said database from 
the user application, 



3 

PAGE 4/12* RCVD AT 5/9120052:28:08 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVRiUSPTO-EFXRF-W ' ONIS:8729306 'CaD:2l2M07049 ' DURATION (mm-ss):l5-10 



Mar09-?005 02:34po Froo-KATTENMUCHINISREPT 



2129407046 



T-279 P. 005/012 F-889 



10. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 1. wherein said control interface 
is provided with a function of extending transaction processing in said database. 

11. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein control of 
establishing a session with said database is extended so that operations of a plurality o f 
users are performed as one transaction. 

12. (currently amended) A method of managing a state of an apparatus, the 
method realizing a managed object (MO) by an application and storing the state of the 
apparatus in a database, the MO managing the state of the apparatus, 

wherein the MO is provided inside the database so as to have a table storing 
information on the state of the apparatus and a stored prA™W<> dffininp a method related 
to the table, and performs outer control ftf the apparatus therefrom via a control interface. 

13. (original) The method as claimed in claim 12, wherein said database is 
notified of a result of the outer control via a result notification interfile provided in the 
MO with the result being correlated with the control. 

14. (original) The method as claimed m claim 12, wherein the MO is notified of a 
change in the state of the apparatus provided external to the database via a change 
notification interlace provided in the MO. 
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15. (original) The method as claimed in claim 12, wherein a protocol conversion 
pan converts a first protocol into a second protocol for transmitting information between 
the database and the apparatus. 

16. (original) The method as claimed in claim 15, wherein a server computer 
comprising the database and the protocol conversion part manages the apparatus 
connected to the server computer. 

17. (original) The method as claimed in claim 16, wherein the MO perfonns 
omer control or a notification is transmitted to the MO from outside before the database 
completes transaction processing requested by a user application connected to the server 
computer. 

18. (original) The method as claimed in claim 17, wherein the user application is 
notified of an event via an event notification interface provided in die MO. 

19. (original) The method as claimed in claim 17, wherein an operation statement 
for operating the MO is provided in a query language for posing a query to the database 
from said user application. 

20. (original) The method as claimed in claim 17. wherein the MO is operated by 
using a reference statement of a query language for posing a query to the database from 
the user application. 
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21. (original) The method as claimed in claim 12, wherein the control interface is 
provided with a function of extending transaction processing in the database. 

22. (original) The method as claimed in claim 12, wherein control of establishing 
a session with the database is extended so that operations of a plurality of users are 
performed as one transaction. 
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